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true merits of those who engaged in the contest, as well as
of those who planned and persistently carried out this work.

But there is a contemptible spirit in one or two partisan
journals that indicates the dark side of party and per-
sonal malice. The Evening Post in the capture of Fort
Fisher makes no mention of the Navy. In some comments
the succeeding day, the ill feeling again displays itself.
The army is extolled, the Navy is ignored in the capture,
and turned off and told to go forward and take Wilmington,
which the editor says Admiral Porter can do if as eager as
he has been for cotton bales. This gross and slanderous
injustice called out a rebuke from G. W. Blunt which the
editor felt bound to publish, but accompanied it with churl-
ish, ill-natured, virulent, and ill-concealed malevolence.
All this acrimony proceeds from the fact that the pub-
lisher of the Post is arrested and under indictment for fraud
and malfeasance, and the Navy Department has declined
to listen to the appeals of the editors to forbear prosecut-
ing him. Henderson's guilt is known to them, yet I am
sorry to perceive that even Mr. Bryant wishes to rescue
H. from exposure and punishment, and, worse than that,
is vindictive and maliciously revengeful, because I will not
condone crime. No word of kindness or friendship has
come to me or been uttered for me in the columns of the
Post since Henderson's arrest, and the Navy is defamed
and its officers abused and belied on this account. In this
business I try to persuade myself that Godwin and Hen-
derson are the chief actors; but Mr. Bryant himself is not
wholly ignorant of what is done.

At the Cabinet-meeting yesterday Stanton gave an in-
teresting detail of his trip to Savannah and the condition
of things in that city. His statements were not so full and
comprehensive as I wished, nor did I get at the real object
of his going, except that it was for his health, which seems
improved. There is, he says, little or no loyalty in Sa-
vannah and the women are frenzied, senseless partisans.
He says much of the cotton was claimed as British pro-